
 

 

Community Based Writing and Rhetoric: WR 13200-01 (Spring 2017) 
Professor: Erik Fuhrer E-mail: EFuhrer@nd.edu 

Tuesday/Thursday:  3:30 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. O'Shag 207 
Office Hours: T/Th: 1-2 in the Loft, 300 O’Shaughnessy and by appointment 

Community Partner: Robinson Shakespeare Company  
Service Hours: TH 6:00-7:00 

  

Course Description 
 

I don’t believe in class themes because I want you each to be able to construct the path and theme through this 
class that feels right for you. In this course, you will take ownership over your education and the direction of your 
projects. Though I will provide specific guidelines, they will be broad enough for you to create something that is 
meaningful to you. To these ends, we will explore diverse applications of voice, writing style and various types of 
media to construct meaningful arguments about ourselves, our communities, and the social issues that are 
important to us. We will experiment not only with what types of arguments to make but also with how to best 
make them. Would your claims be best exhibited through a collage or a short film or does a traditional essay work 
better for what you are trying to accomplish? These are the kinds of questions we will ask ourselves in this class. 
We will be looking at various manifestations of argument, both experimental and more traditional, for inspiration. 
All I ask is that you be comfortable with taking risks and developing new interests and passions. The classroom is 
your workshop. 
 
Since this is a Community Based Learning course it will be a thoroughly hybrid experience, drawing both on 
classroom interactions and community engagement. Through our partnership with the Robinson Shakespeare 
Center and bell hooks’ scholarship, we will probe the idea of performance as it manifests in the teaching and 
theatre.  In doing so, we will learn to become better listeners, explorers, and community members, all of which will 
make us better communicators and writers. This experience will help us be more generous and open to each other 
in class. 
 

Course Objectives 
 
At the end of this course, you will (be able to): 
 

1.  Locate rhetorical devices and strategies from your communities and the world at large. 
2.  Evaluate the effectiveness of multimodal arguments. 
3.  Create your own multimodal arguments that demonstrate an awareness of your audience 

         4.    Effectively construct a truth about yourself and/or the world using rhetorical techniques. 
5.   Cultivate a deeper appreciation of the greater South Bend community. 
6.  Synthesize critical and creative techniques to create a distinct voice for your pieces. 
 

Office Hours 
 

I will hold office hours every week at the times and location noted at the top of this syllabus. I set these hours 
aside specifically for you folks so please do come by if you need to. You will not be bothering me, I promise. 



 

 

Weekly Schedule 
 

Though I have taught several Writing and Rhetoric class in the past, last semester was the first time that I taught 
this community-based learning course. To be honest, I am still figuring out the logistics of such a course and 
seriously value any feedback you give me as to how you are experiencing this course. I have constructed the course 
so that we explore a different theme each week and then, at least for the beginning of the semester, we will 
specifically think how this theme relates to the RSC work that we are doing. During the latter part of the semester, 
we will still make sure to touch base on RSC stuff each week, though the integration of the RSC work during class 
time will likely not be as structured as in the start of the semester. 

 
Robinson Shakespeare Company 

 
You will be working with the Robinson Shakespeare Company this semester. Amazingly, the RSC got funding this 
year to go to England this summer to perform Cymbeline. You will be working with the high school members of the 
RSC on their scenes and collaborating with them on blog posts. You will also participate in a scene yourself. You 
will effectively be part of the RSC community, sharing their experiences and acting as part of their ensemble. 
 

Solidarity 
 

This is an important term for me, especially in this class. We are all in this together. Therefore, I will be 
participating in the RSC with you as much as possible and will also make sure that I perform with you at the 
semester’s end. I don’t want to ask you to do anything that I wouldn’t do. You will be making yourselves vulnerable 
this semester and so will I. We are partners in this experience. 
 

Assignments 
 

This is a short list of required assignments. Complete information, including a full rubric, will be provided at least 2 
weeks prior to each assignment due date (see course schedule for due dates). All assignments, including writing 
prompts (unless otherwise noted) must be double spaced, Times New Roman, 12-point font, with 1-inch margins. 
 

1.    Short Answer Essay Questions- At least 4 pages 
2.    Personal Essay – At least 4 pages 
3.  Manifesto (Research “Paper”) – 4-5-page essay (or visual/performative equivalent) plus 3-4 page      
       analysis 
4.    Online Writing Prompts (more information below). 
5.    Robinson Center Reflection- 3 pages. 
6.    Final Portfolio: A revision of the first two assignments in addition to a short 2-page reflection 

                     essay and 1-page reflection explanations for each revised assignment. 
7.    Presentation 
 

 
 



 

 

Online Writing Prompts 
 

During the semester, I am going to ask that you post to Sakai six times. This evens out to 3 posts for each major 
assignment. These posts will allow you to experiment with the ideas we have discussed and written about in class. 
We will free-write almost every day in class. The free-writing will be based on prompts that are designed to get you 
thinking and writing about topics and ideas that will help you to write each larger assignment. Each Sakai post will 
be extensions of in-class prompts. You are encouraged to incorporate the in-class writing into these posts, but they 
should be revised and extended versions of these preliminary writings. These posts can then be developed toward 
your larger assignments, if you wish. 
 
Each Sakai posts should be at least 1 full page long. Though I will be commenting extensively on the initial draft of 
each larger assignment, I will rarely, if at all, comment on the Sakai posts (unless, of course, you’d like me to. I’m 
always happy to meet during office hours!). Instead, you will respond to each other’s posts with comments and 
ideas for improvement. This is your chance to become more confident in your writing and editing skills.  
 
You will post to Sakai before class on each due date (please consult class schedule for due dates). Then you will 
respond to two of your peers by midnight that same night. 
 
The grading for these posts is simple: Each post will be graded out of 3 points. If a post in on topic, meets the page 
requirements, is done on time, and you regularly comment on your peers’ work, you will receive a perfect score (3) 
for this portion of your grade. You will lose points If: your posts are less than the page requirements or don’t meet 
formatting requirements (-1 point), not done on time (-1 point), or you do not respond to your peers’ work for a 
particular prompt (-1 point). No points will be given for clearly off-topic posts. 
 

Disclaimer 
 

Some of the texts we will read may deal with sensitive subjects, including rape, sex, drugs, alcohol, racism, physical 
violence, and profanity. I will make every effort to provide full disclosure of any uncomfortable subject material 
prior to our discussions. The material will never be gratuitous, and we will always discuss the reasons that led the 
author to make each particular choice. Please understand that some students may be more sensitive to certain 
material than others so please be respectful at all times. Please speak with me privately if you are having any 
trouble with the material. 
 

Required Texts 
 

There will be no textbook required for this course. All course readings will be available on Sakai. If you are absent, 
it is your responsibility to access the required reading. If you wish, you may bring an e-reader, laptop, or similar 
device to class to read class materials. Please do not read anything off of a cell-phone. 
 

Course Projects 
 

My grading scale is likely different from what you are used to. I understand this. However, it is my experience that 
this grading scale is ultimately more efficient and that students end up feeling happy with the results because they 



 

 

are very clear. Please just scroll down for further explanation. Again, more than happy to chat about any confusion 
during office hours. 
 
Assignment                                                 Number of Points                           
Short Answer Essay Questions                              9                                             
Personal Essay Sakai Posts                                  9                                             
Personal Essay 1st Draft                                                12                                           
Manifesto Sakai Posts                                          9                                             
Manifesto (Research “Paper”)                               30                                                                
Robinson Center Reflection                                   27                                           
Presentation                                                         18                                          
Class Participation                                                   30                                           
Portfolio*                                                                     63                                           
           
Total            207 
                                                                                       
*Portfolio Breakdown: 
Short Answer Essay Revision                27 points      
Personal Essay Revision                                 27 points      
Reflection                                                                  9 points 
 

Grading Scale 
 

Below is a chart detailing the number of points you must have to get a particular letter grade on my grading scale 
(My grading scale is proportionate the official ND grading requirements). 
 
191-207=A 175-190= A-  
159-174=B+  143-158=B  127-142=B- 
111-126=C+ 95-110=C 79-109=C- 
31-78=D  0-30=F 
 
       

Further Explanation of Grading and Rubric 
 

Each assignment will include a rubric that describes the specific requirements needed to obtain a certain score. 
The requirements for each assignment will be graded in multiples of 3-1. In case you’re wondering, below is what a 
score of 3-1 means: 
 
3= Excellent, Near Excellent, or Very Good      2= Average        1= Below Average/ Not meeting Requirements 

 
I will be giving number grades instead of letter grades for the individual assignments. I will provide specific 
comments on large assignments as well as fill out the corresponding rubrics for every assignment. I have listed the 
rubric for class participation below and will provide rubrics for the assignments well in advance of the due dates so 
that you have a clear idea of how I will be marking your assignment. This may initially seem confusing as it is likely 
different from what you are used to. I have found, however, that students end up finding this method a very easy 



 

 

way to track their progress. I am happy to discuss any of this with you and to track your progress with you as the 
semester unfolds. 

 
Class Participation 

 

Attendance 
and Class 
Presence 

9: Fewer than 3 unexcused 
absences from class and 1 
unexcused absence from the 
Robinson Shakespeare 
Company; late to class no 
more than twice; always 
present during class time 
meaning no cell-phone/snack 
machine trips during class; 
always prepared for in-depth 
discussion of the assigned 
topics. 

6: Fewer than 3 unexcused 
absences from class and 1 
unexcused absence from 
the Robinson Shakespeare 
Company; late to class less 
than 4 times; left class early 
less than twice and gave 
prior notice before doing 
so; occasionally 
unprepared for class 
discussion. 

3: Fewer than 3 unexcused 
absences from class and 1 
unexcused absence from 
the Robinson Shakespeare 
Company; frequently late; 
frequently left classroom; 
left class early more than 
twice and/or without 
notice; frequently 
unprepared for class 
discussion. 

Listening 9: Mentally present during 
class discussions and other 
class activities; never 
engaged in texting/ off-topic 
conversations/ work from 
other classes or any other 
activity unrelated to class. 

6: Occasionally mentally 
absent from class 
discussions and other class 
activities; occasionally 
engaged in texting/ off-
topic conversations/ work 
from other classes or any 
other activity unrelated to 
class yet disengages from 
these activities once asked 
to do so. 

3: Frequently mentally 
absent from class 
discussions and other class 
activities; frequently 
engaged in texting/ off-
topic conversations/ work 
from other classes or any 
other activity unrelated to 
class. 

Contributions 
to Class and 
Group 
Discussions 

9: Actively asked intellectually 
serious questions about texts 
and provided meaningful and 
insightful commentary both 
on texts and other students’ 
comments during class 
discussions and/or small 
group discussions. 

6: Occasionally asked 
questions and offered 
comments during class 
discussions and/or small 
group discussions. 
Comments offered were 
occasionally off-topic. 

3: Frequently quiet and/ or 
disruptive during class 
and/ or small group 
discussions. 

Free Writing 3: Fully engaged in free 
writing until time is called. 

2: Occasionally takes 
breaks from free writing 
before time is called. 

1: Frequently takes breaks 
from free writing and does 
not take the activity 
seriously. 

‘ 
Number of points out of 30= Total Class Participation Score 



 

 

          
 
 
I want you to be in control of your learning in this classroom. I will guide you through ideas and exercises, but my 
goal is to have your ideas be the focus of the course. Therefore, class participation is extremely important. You 
don't have to be an extrovert to do well in the class; I just ask that you are willing to engage with your classmates 
and the class material in some way. As you see, your class participation grade will be based on a detailed contract 
of mutual respect and attentiveness. 
 

When you Should Expect Grades Back 
I want this class to be based upon mutual respect for each other’s time. I have crafted the syllabus schedule 
carefully to make sure that you have ample time to write the assignments and will always give you the assignment 
sheet at least two weeks before the assignment is due. Therefore, I ask that you give me the same two-week 
courtesy to grade your work. If I ever exceed two weeks (which is unlikely) you have my permission to bug me 
about them. Until then, however, please respect that I am reading your work carefully and fairly and will need time 
to do so. 

 

Community Engagement 
 

Since this is a Community Based Learning class, it is necessary that you conscientiously and regularly attend 
scheduled service meetings. The Robinson Shakespeare Company requires a weekly commitment that will begin on 
September 8th. I understand that people get sick but there should not be more than 1 unexcused absence from 
the community work unless there is an extreme emergency. All scheduling conflicts should be addressed ahead of 
time and all last-minute absences should be communicated to me and the community partner. 
 

Attendance 
 

Since this class is based upon class participation, your attendance in the class is very important. If you miss too 
many classes, you will miss vital discussions and writing prompts and will be unprepared to write the assignments. 
As you can see in the above rubric, you are allowed 3 unexcused absences for this course, no questions asked. If 
you exceed 3 absences, you will get a 0 for your entire participation grade, and any further absence will result in a 
failing grade for the course. Please note that an absence will only be excused if you provide proper documentation. 
You are responsible for any work missed due to absences (whether excused or unexcused). If you miss a class, you 
must obtain the handouts and readings from Sakai and bring them with you to the next class. Remember, you 
must also complete all free-writing prompts that are assigned. These prompts are a space to experiment with ideas 
and styles and are assigned to make it easier to write the final draft of the assignments, so completing them will 
make your life much more efficient and fun. This syllabus includes full descriptions of daily prompts in the course 
schedule. 
 

 
 



 

 

How to Submit Work 
 

You will submit all assignments and posts through Sakai. The only exception to this rule may be the portfolio, 
which I will provide further details on later in the course. 

 
Late Work 

 
We will frequently engage in helpful free-writing exercises in class and you will be reviewing the assignments with 
your classmates before you turn them in. Since you will have a lot of time to think through and write each 
assignment through these activities and others, there is no reason assignments should be turned in late. If, for 
some reason, as assignment will be late, you must e-mail me at least 24 hours before the assignment is due to ask 
me for an extension. If you do not e-mail me, the assignment will be downgraded. Generally, I will downgrade a 
assignment by 1 rubric point every day it is late without 24-hour notice. 
 
Any assignment that is not turned in within 1 week will not be given a grade, but I will still need to receive the 
assignment in order to give you credit for the class. 
 
If something serious comes up, you need to be in contact with me either by e-mail or face-to-face so that we can 
discuss it. 
 

Class Conduct 
 

This class is our community. We will learn and grow together this semester. Our classroom will be a place for us to 
feel safe, try out ideas, and understand one another and our community more deeply. Please be respectful to 
others’ comments and writing in and out of class. If you feel that you are being disrespected, please let me know 
immediately. I want this class to be enjoyable for everyone. 
 
We see each other only so briefly during the semester and interactions between you and me, as well as between 
you and your peers, will help you grow as a person and as a writer. Therefore, no cell-phones should be used in 
class. If they are used, your class participation grade will be lowered. 

 
Online Resources 

 
Dictionary and Thesaurus Reference 
http://merriam-webster.com   
 

MLA Documentation Reference and Writing Resources 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu 
 

 
 



 

 

Plagiarism 
 
Plagiarism is the act of willfully or accidentally using the ideas or words of others in an unethical way without 
giving them credit. We will spend some time in class discussing plagiarism; for now, here’s the link to Notre 
Dame's honor code http://nd.edu/~hnrcode/index.htm 
 

Resources 
 

Writing Center 
 
The writing center can assist with paper-writing at all stages of the process (brainstorming, outlining, rough 
drafting, final drafting, etc.).  As part of your participation grade, you must make at least one appointment at the 
Writing Center to review a draft of an essay. http://writingcenter.nd.edu. 
 

Disability and Accommodation 

If you have a disability, you are under no obligation to inform me—but knowing that information can help me 
make your learning experience better. If you have a disability and need particular accommodations for the course, 
please contact Disability Services at http://disabilityservices.nd.edu. Once you have spoken with the Coordinator of 
Disability Services, please provide me with the proper documentation so that I know what accommodations are 
needed. 
  

Class Schedule 
 

The readings listed are due on the corresponding date. For example, the selection from Teaching to Transgress 
must be read by January 24th. 
 

PART ONE: INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Date Lesson/ Reading Assignments Due 

Tuesday, 
January 17th 

Syllabus and Introductions 
  

  

Thursday, 
January 19th 

Introduction to the Robinson Shakespeare Company [RSC] 
Visit from Christy Burgess, Director of Robinson Shakespeare Center 
and two of my students from last semester 
Reading: Stand Up for Shakespeare: An RSC Manifesto for 
Shakespeare in Schools 
Viewing: Shakespeare Video 

  

Tuesday, 
January 24th 

Rethinking the Classroom 
Reading: From Teaching to Transgress by Bell Hooks 

  



 

 

Reading: Catholic Social Teaching Excerpt on CSC Website 

Thursday, 
January 26th 

Claudia Rankine Q&A 
Reading: Rankine’s biography entry and elected poems from Citizen 
on the Poetry Foundation’s Website. 
  
RSC starts tonight: 6-7pm. I will walk over there with you if you meet 
me in the bookstore at 5:30. 
  
I will also be going to Claudia Rankine’s talk at 7:30 tonight. I highly 
recommend that you attend. You are welcome to head there with 
me from the RSC. I will give extra credit if you attend. 

  

 
PART TWO: WRITING PERSONAL ARGUMENTS 
 

Tuesday, 
January 31st 

Personal Essay: Introduction 
Reading: “Reality Hunger” 

Short Answer 
Question Assignment 
Due 

Thursday, 
February 2nd 

Personal Essay: Voice 
Reading: “How to Tame a Wild Tongue” by Gloria Anzaldua 

“Voice” Post Due 
Sunday, February 5 
Response Due: 
Tuesday before class 

Tuesday, 
February 7th 

Code Switching in Practice 
Visit from Christy Burgess, Director of Robinson Shakespeare 
Center 
Viewing: Ian Mckellen scene from Macbeth 

  

Thursday, 
February 9th 

Personal Essay: The Everyday 
Reading: From “A Sketch of the Past” by Virginia Woolf 

“The Everyday” Post 
Due Sunday, February 
12 
Response Due: 
Tuesday before class 

Tuesday, 
February 
14th 

The Everyday in the Community 
Reading: Frank O’Hara Poems 

 

Thursday, 
February 
16th 

Personal Essay: Using “Fiction” to Tell the Truth 
Reading: Flight, by Sherman Alexie 

“Using ‘Fiction’ to Tell 
the Truth” Post Due 
Sunday, February 19th 
Response Due: 
Tuesday before class 

Tuesday, Theatre as Personal Discovery  



 

 

February 
21st 

Reading: MacBeth Behind Bars, by Yu Jin Ko 

Thursday, 
February 
23rd 

Erik at Conference: No Class  

 
PART THREE: MANIFESTO 
 

Tuesday, 
February 
28th 

First half of class: Peer Review Workshop 
Second half of class: Manifesto Introduction 
Reading: Manifestos: A Manifesto 

 

Thursday, 
March 2nd 

Constructing Manifestos 
Reading: Browse through Manifesto Examples on Sakai 
Bring in Hooks, Anzaldua, Woolf and Alexie 

 

Tuesday, 
March 7th 

Library Research Workshop Personal Essay Due 

Thursday, 
March 9th 

Constructing Manifestos Part 2: 
Writing a Manifesto for the RSC and for this class 

 

Tuesday, 
March 14th 

Spring Break  

Thursday, 
March 16th 

Spring Break  

Tuesday, 
March 21st 

Manifesto Introduction Part 2 
 

“Proposal and 
Annotated 
Bibliography” Post 
Due Tuesday, March 
21st (this post will be 
counted as 2 separate 
posts when graded) 

Thursday, 
March 23rd 

Library Media Workshop Responses to Proposal 
and Annotated 
Bibliography due by 
class-time 

Tuesday, 
March 28th 

Manifesto Chat 
 

You will have 
conferences with me 
this week. 15 minutes 
each. 



 

 

Thursday, 
March 30th 

Creating Video Manifestos  

Tuesday, 
April 4th 

Amitav Ghosh Reading   

Thursday, 
April 6th 

Discussion of Amitav Ghosh and Claudia Rankine RSC Post Due by class-
time 
Responses  
to each other’s posts 
due before the 
weekend.  

Tuesday, 
April 11th 

Conferences  

Thursday, 
April 13th 

Conferences  

Tuesday, 
April 18th 

Writing a Manifesto for This Course and CBL Courses Manifesto Due 

Thursday, 
April 20th 

Writing a Manifesto for the RSC and Community Partners    

Tuesday, 
April 25th 

Presentations (6)  

Thursday, 
April 27th 

Presentations (6)  

Tuesday, 
May 2nd 

Presentations (4) Portfolio Due 

Friday, May 
12th 

No Class Shakespeare 
Reflection Due 

 


